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Relevant Contact points for other programmes and
opportunities available to persons with disabilities
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About the programme
of socio-economic
reintegration

of mine victims

in South Caucasus

ITF Enhancing Human Security (ITF)
initiated its socio-economic reintegration
programme for mine victims in South
Caucasus in the end of 2009. The project’s
success gained donors support and will
thus continue in Armenia and Georgia till
late 2015 in partnership with the missions
of the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) in these two countries.
The leading donor to the programme

is Austrian Development Cooperation
through Austrian Development Agency.

The programme implements human rights
based approach and promotes the rights
and needs of mine victims through the
framework of Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities for the purpose
of guaranteeing mine victims the exercise
and enjoyment of the human rights set out
in the Convention. The programme acts as
a catalyst to promote effective provision
of statutory rights and benefits to which
persons with disabilities (including

mine victims) are entitled according

to the official policy and international
commitments of Armenia and Georgia.

In essence the programme enables
landmine victims and their families, as

a vulnerable and marginalised group,

to enjoy their human rights and earn

their livelihoods, improve their standard
of living and become participatory
members of their communities.
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The programme provides micro crediting
and (self) - employment opportunities for
mine victims and their family members,
enhancing capacities of national
stakeholders for addressing the socio-
economic needs of disabled persons,
awareness raising and advocacy to
increase political and policy support

to wider communities of persons with
disabilities including mine victims. The
intervention mainly contributes to respect,
support and implementation of right to
work and employment, right to education,
inclusion and adequate standard of

living of persons with disabilities. It
supports change of policies, attitudes
and approaches to disability that would
ensure the full equality and participation
of persons with disabilities, including mine

victims, in Georgian and Armenian society.
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What
is a Disability?

Disabilities affect people in different ways.
Many people associate the ‘disabled’

with someone who is in a wheelchair, or
who is blind or deaf. However the reality
is that the definition is much broader and
can include anyone who has any form

of physical, cognitive, mental, sensory,
emotional, developmental impairment,

or some combination of these.

A disability may be generally defined as

a condition which may restrict a person’s
mental, sensory, or mobility functions to
undertake or perform a task in the same
way as a person who does not have a
disability. It does not mean that a person
with a disability is unable to perform all
the important requirements of a job and
exceed the expectations of their employer.

People with a disability come in a

variety of shapes, sizes, colours, sex

and cultures - just as we all do. The

only thing that separates a person with

a disability is that, for one reason or
another, they are unable to do certain
things in the same way as the mainstream
of society. They may require some form
of adaptation or alteration to assist them
to overcome the effect of their disability.

Persons with disabilities (PWDs) including
mine victims face physical, social,
economic‘and attitudinal barriers that
exclude them from participating fully and
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effectively as equal members of society.

They are among the poorest, and lack
equal access to basic resources, such
as education, employment, healthcare
and social and legal support systems.
To ensure equal rights and full inclusion
of PWDs changes in the society and
not disabled individuals are needed!
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PWDs including mine
victims and disability
legislation in Georgia
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In the official data 129.085 persons with
disabilities are recorded in Georgia (2,9
per cent of total population), but it should
be stressed that this existing official data
is based only on the number of persons
receiving pension for disability and
according to some surveys the actual
number of persons with disabilities in
Georgia could be higher, estimated

to 240,000 disabled people which is
more than 10 percent of Georgia’s
population. Among them are more than
800 casualties of mines in Georgia. They
are traumatised, marginalised, among
the poorest and have a strong feeling of
being excluded from the general society.

According to the Georgian law on
“Social security of persons with
disabilities”, the state undertakes
an obligation to provide disabled
persons with an equal environment
and to ensure their engagement in
social, economic and cultural life.

The Labour Code of Georgia forbids any

discrimination including against disability.
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“Our organization has 15 years of work experience with the disabled popula-
tion in Georgia and specifically in Samegrelo region. Problems faced by these
persons are diverse and unique in comparison to other vulnerable groups of the
country’s population. Disability leads to isolation, distrust and underestimation
of their capacities which can cause desperation. We have also worked with a
specific subset of PWDs, land mine victims. This group is very specific because
their disability was caused by sudden, unforeseen circumstances that have com-
pletely changed their and their families’ lives. Socio-economic empowerment is
essential for people in this community, as it brings light into their isolated lives
and creates real opportunities to overcome their marginalization and to foster

societal reintegration. | am aware of the project services and actual work done
by the project in the country and want to express how important it is to develop
new skills or improve existing skills in order to create the path for reinsertion
into society. This is vital not just for the project’s direct target group, but also
for their family members whith specific emphasis on the younger generation.
Effectively planned and administered business loans will increase household
income which will contribute to PWDs becoming fully self-assured members of
their local communities and in society as a whole. Special thanks to the donor of
the project for such an innovative approach to disability as well as the smartly
managed loan portfolio which fosters sustainability of the businesses.”

Madonna Kharebava

Director of NGO Association of Disabled Women and Mothers of Disabled Children from Georgia
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“The Ministry and particularly my department ac-
knowledge the importance of services the project
provides to mine victims as part of the wider group
of disabled persons in the country. The ministry
would appreciate to have the activities available for
the wider group of PWDs, though we think that ap-
proaches the project is taking and results it brings
will be very important and worth considering for
provision to the disabled in general. The experi-
ence of the ADA funded project which IOM imple-
ments has also been reflected in the new draft of
the action plan for PWDs that the Government plans
to endorse soon. The Government will try to utilise
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the experience and know-how gained through the
implementation of the socio-economic empower-
ment project for mine victims and best practices
it provides for planning adequate responses to in-
creased employability and self-employment capac-
ity of the PWDs in the country.”
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PWDs including mine
victims and disability
legislation in Armenia
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There are 172.356 persons with physical
disabilities registered in Armenia (5,8 per
cent of total population) and among them
more than 600 victims of mine accidents.
The majority of PWDs are unemployed,
lacking of personal realization and

the possibility of enjoying all rights.
According to the MLSI, as of July 1, 2011
there are 118,435 people with limited
capacities, in the age between 18 to 63,
able to work. However, only 8 percent of
them - about 10,000 - have a job now.

Armenian Law on the Social Protection of
People with Disabilities emphasizes that
disabled have the same rights, freedoms
and obligations as other persons

and further included provisions on
rehabilitation, education, and professional
study, guaranties of labour rights,
accessible environment and social care.

Armenian Labour Code contains
protections for employees with
disabilities including stimulation for
employees in a form of subsidizing
the disabled person’s salary.
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The rights of PWDs are included

in the Constitution of Republic of
Armenia (“equality before the law”;
“right to social security for everyone”;
preventive care, treatment and
integration of handicapped”).
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Direct business counselling to

a project beneficiary in Armenia.
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“First of all we would like to highlight the positive
change in mentality of mine-victims the project
reach and that we know. Regular meetings with
mine victims of our region is a part of our daily
operations, consequently we are well informed
of their needs, problems as well as progress they
make. No doubt, the project brought new formulas
in their socio-economic perception and apparently
turned their life to better. | am confident this kind of
intervention deserves high marks of appreciation.”
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.
Family members of a mine victim in Armenia.
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Rights of persons with
disabilities including
mine Victims

he Convention on the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRDP) is an
international human rights instrument of
the United Nations intended to protect
the rights and dignity of persons with

disabilities. Parties to the Convention
are required to promote, protect, and
ensure the full enjoyment of human
rights by persons with disabilities and
ensure that they enjoy full equality
under the law. The countries that join
the Convention engage themselves to
develop and carry out policies, laws and
administrative measures for securing the
rights recognized in the Convention and
abolish laws, regulations, customs and
practices that constitute discrimination.

eorgia has only signed

the Convention, which

means that it is obliged to
refrain, in good faith, from acts that
would defeat the object and purpose
of the treaty. But signature alone
does not impose on the State any
legal obligations under the treaty.
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rmenia on the other hand
has ratified the Convention

which means that the
Convention is part of the legal system
of Armenia and the state is bound

by the Convention thus ensuring full

realization of rights of disabled persons.
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Full text of CRDP is available at

ZONUPY wipngowlyub wkfunp wko’

wwpwwynpnLpjnLuubiph
unwududwu sh hwugbguncd:

399 30008 YBmYdd0L Inlsbyd 3mb396300L(CRDP) &yJLEo ob.
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=14&pid=150




16

Natia Kardava

daughter of the project
beneficiary mine victim Jambul
Kardava from Georgia
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“I have got acquainted with the services the
socio-economic empowerment project provides
to mine victims and their family members at the
group meeting held by IOM for the persons from
this group. | have expressed interest to the pro-
ject and responses followed immediately through
registration and very detailed discussion of my
future career perspectives. Based on my interest
and some skills | have possessed in dressmaking |
have decided to undergo a targeted intensive train-
ing course in women dress design and sewing. With
the skills gained during the training supported by
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your project, | feel myself more self-assured and
capable of changing my life for better. Now | am
working at the sewing factory and have some pri-
vate orders as well. In future | plan to start my own
business as with some new machinery and fab-
ric | can expand my clientele and earn sufficient
money. That will also contribute to my professional
advancement as well”
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Son of a project beneficiary involved
in the family business.
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Know your rights!
Claim your rights!

You have the right
to education and
vocational training

“States are to ensure equal access
to primary and secondary education,
vocational training, adult education
and lifelong learning. Education

of persons with disabilities must
foster their participation in society,
their sense of dignity and self

worth and the development of their
personality, abilities and creativity.”

—— Article 24 of CRDP

You have the right
to habilitation
and rehabilitation

“To enable persons with disabilities
to attain maximum independence
and ability, countries are to provide
comprehensive habilitation and
rehabilitation services in the areas of
health, employment and education.”

— Article 26 of CRDP
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You have the right
to work and
gain a living

Persons with disabilities have

equal rights to work and gain a

living. Countries are to prohibit
discrimination in job related

matters including conditions of
recruitment, hiring and employment,
career advancement, continuance

of employment, promote self-
employment, entrepreneurship

and starting one's own business,
employ persons with disabilities

in the public sector, promote their
employment in the private sector, and
ensure that they are provided with
reasonable accommodation at work.”

— Article 27 of CRDP

You have the right
to adequate standard
of living

Countries recognize the right
to an adequate standard of
living and social protection.

— Article 28 of CRDP
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You have the right to
equal participation in
public and political life

Countries are to promote
participation of persons with
disabilities in cultural life, recreation,
leisure and sport by ensuring
provision of TV programmes,
films, theatre and cultural material
in accessible format, by making
theatres, museums, cinemas

and libraries accessible, and by
guaranteeing that persons with
disabilities have the opportunity
to develop and utilize their
creative potential not only for
their own benefit, but also for the
enrichment of the society.”

— Article 30 of CRDP

You have the right
to full accessibility

The countries are required to
identify and eliminate obstacles
and barriers and ensure that
persons with disabilities can
access their environment,
transportation, public facilities
and services, and information and
communication technologies.”

— Article 9 of CRDP
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Project beneficiary Giorgi with his wife.
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Gevorg Arakelyan
a mine victim from Armenia
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“Being a disabled person who was desperately
looking for assistance to do something-this was my
situation when first heard about the project ITF is
conducting. It looked to me as “a light at the end
of the tunnel” because | really found what | was
looking for long time. | am really happy to get well
targeted business counseling as well as financial
assistance to start my business initiative. The loan
funds (USD 2,000) were totally spent on goods and
products necessary for my retail food shop. Now |
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feel very comfortable since | can earn something
for my family needs and be useful for my commu-
nity. | would like to express my high gratitude to
organizers as well as donor of the project.”
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Sergo Chitanava
Mine Victim, Project beneficiary
from Georgia
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“l got injured during the war actions in Abkhazeti
and lost my leg. | never thought of being able to
do any work and be a useful member of the society
again. The project has identified a retraining pos-
sibility based on number and thorough interviews
I had with the job consultant of the project. Finally,
based on my interest matched with the available
training option at the vehicle workshop “Ushba,”
| have started to study the renovation of plas-
tic parts. Thanks to the services provided by the
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project, | again feel myself capable of work. Even
if the training does not lead to employment, | will
still have a new skill gained that is demanded at the
labor market”.
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How can you exercise
your rights through
our programme’?

The programme provides the
following services for mine victims
and their family members, as part
of the population of persons with
disabilities in Armenia and Georgia:

micro credits at a very low interest rate
for business start ups and small business
extensions in all economy sectors,

small business skill development
trainings including experts advising you
on the design of your own business plan
to be considered for micro credit support,
ongoing consultation to help

you start-up, or expand and

succeed in your business

vocational trainings

agricultural consultations and trainings

job assessment, counselling and
referral to potential employer

job subsidization and on-the-job training
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referral to services of our local partner
NGOs and to services of governmental

agencies and other development
related projects implemented by
different international organizations.

All services are provided within the
programme are FREE OF CHARGE.
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Project beneficiaries:
Who are mine victims?

Mine victim is an individual who suffered
harm as a result of a landmine or explosive
remnants of war (ERW) accident. Many
mine casualties do not survive landmine
or ERW accidents, but those that do

are referred to also as mine survivors.
There can be civilian or military victims.

In the context of victims assistance the
term victim my also include dependants
on the mine casualty, hence the term

of a mine victims being broader from

the term mine survivor. Our programme
targets mine victims in a broadly defined
term including their family members.
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Artak Simonyan
Armenian State Employment Service

Agency, Deputy Head, project partner

Armenian State Employment Service Agency
is in charge of delivering programmes for
vulnerable groups including PWDs in the
area of employment: vocational trainings,
consultations, job referrals, adjustment

of the work place according to the needs

of disabled person with the State cover-
ing the cost of this to the employer.
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“I am sure the project will raise awareness among
mine-victims and their family members on the
state programs regulating employment, social
guarantees and criteria to be involved in those pro-
grams. The project beneficiaries applying to local
SESA centres will be registered and provided with
counselling and assistance in job placements. Most
of them will be involved in employment related
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programs resulting in new jobs. Through arrange-
ments and measures envisaged by the project,
the socio-economic integration opportunites will
be enahnced directly leading to a specific role in
socio-economic development of the country”.

You can contact State Employment Service Agency,
Artak Simonyan, Deputy Head at

email: sesa@employment.am

phone: +374 1028 0625
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Success Story
from Armenia

Lalayan Samvel is a mine victim benefiting
from the project services in Armenia.
Lalayan points out how the project helped
him and his family. “Living in far bordering
village of Tavush region of Armenia
without self-employment or employment
opportunities had been a continuous
problem for many families. My family

was not an exception. Moreover, being a
disabled person and meantime a father

of a big family, | appeared in absolutely
desperate situation. Likewise other people
considering emigration as a rescue route,
my son was also getting prepared to
follow this trend. We all were living with

a hope which would prevent splitting

our family. Surprisingly, it came true...

Following a phone call, we applied to the
project and received proper assistance
in the form of small business skills
training and business advice. Ultimately,
our business plan was approved

and we got funding for USD 2,000

to repair our combine machine.
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| work together with my son and we
are well satisfied with outcome of
our joint efforts. | would like to thank
the organizers for their attention and
kind support to vulnerable people”.
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Success Story
from Georgia

Project beneficiaries Lasha Naveishvili
and his wife Tamar are both mine

victims. The project supported Lasha in
expanding his small vehicle parts repair
and selling business in Zugdidi, which
has doubled his income and proved
successful. As business is progressing he
needs an accountant to lead the financial
part of the business professionally.

Tamar has decided to study accounting
standards and get employed in her
husband’s business. Currently she

is undergoing the training in modern
standards of accounting After the
training, Tamar will work in her husband’s
enterprise and lead all the financial
aspects of his business. “ | know

how important it is to have a specific
knowledge in accounting and good
understanding of the local business
environment. We both are very thankful to
the opportunities the project has opened
for our family. Things are not the same any
more. We feel fit and empowered to face
challenges life may bring and overcome
them efficiently and professionally”.
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How to participate
in the programme”?
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ITF is implementing the programme
in cooperation with our local
partner International Organization
for Migration (IOM).

In Armenia please contact:

IOM Armenia

UN House Armenia,

Contact person:

Khachatur Kazazyan

P. Adamyan st., 14, Yerevan,

Phone: +374 10 58 56 92,
+374 10 58 37 86

E-mail: IOMArmenia@iom.int

In Georgia please contact:

I0M Office in Thilisi

Mtskheta - Mtianeti Region

17 Abuladze Str.

Contact Persons: Tsiuri Antadze

Tel: +995 (32) 25 22 16/17,;
2293894

E-mail: tantadze@iom.int

I0M Office in
Imereti Region
Contact person: Nugzar Kokhreidze
7 Victor Kupradz
Tel: +995 (431) 2
Mob: + 995 593
Email: nkokhreid
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I0M Office in Poti

Samegrelo Region

Contact Person: Nana Tsulaia

54 Constitution Str; Vocational Education
College,”Phasizi”,

Tel: +995 (493) 22 58 18;

Mob: 599 26 27 49

E-mail: ntsulaia@iom.int

I0M Office in Gori

Sida Kartli and

Kvemo Kartli Regions

Contact Person:

Manana Amonashvili

16 Stalin Str.,

Municipality Building, Room 323; Gori
Tel: +995 (370) 27 70 78;

Mob: +995 591 24 96 53

E-mail: mamonashvili@iom.int

I0M Office in Telavi
Kakheti Region
16 Erekle Il Str.,
Telavi Municipality, Second Floor; Telavi
Contact person: Maka Leonovi
99 50) 27 08 72;;
6 82
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Relevant Contact points

for other programmes and
opportunities available to
persons with disabilities
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Association of Disabled Women and Zwedulnud Jubwlg e hwedwlpud bpkowblph

Mothers of Disabled Children DEA Gwypbipp dhnepyniG

06335moo Jsemos s 0638 133383008
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State Employment Service LsbymIForm sLsIFdoL LsdLsbY@OL

Agency (SESA) Qpunudnpyul yhnwlwl Swnwynipyndl Lssg3bE™ (SESA)

Artak Simonyan, Deputy Head,
68, K. Ulnetsi street, Yerevan
Phone: 00374-10-28 06 25,
Email: sesa@employment.am

Pyunik Union of Disabled

16 Tsitsernakaberd St., p/o box 59,
Yerevan

Phone: +374 10 560 817, 560 707
E-mail: pyunic@arminco.com

Khariskh NGO

Susanna Isajanyan

6/14 Charents St., Sisian, Armenia
Phone: + (374283) 3129

Mobile: +(374 93) 646580

Email: Susanna-Isaj@yahoo.

com, khariskh@mail.ru
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Austrian
Development
Cooperation

Austrian Development Cooperation
supports countries in Africa, Asia, Central
America, as well as in South Eastern and
Eastern Europe in reducing poverty and
enhancing sustainable social, economic
and democratic development. The Federal
Ministry for European and International
Affairs (FMEIA) plans all strategies and
programmes. The Austrian Development
Agency (ADA), the operational unit of

the Austrian Development Cooperation,
implements these together with

public institutions, non-governmental
organisations and enterprises. In the
bilateral programmes for Armenia

and Georgia, Austrian Development
Cooperation concentrates on the sector
of agriculture in both countries, and in
Georgia also on the sector of forestry.
The geographical focus is on the border
regions of both countries. Improving

the framework conditions for economic
activities, transferring know-how for
modernising and raising agricultural
production, and supporting modern and
efficient administrative capacities and
competitive enterprises will contribute to
the creation of new jobs and better living
conditions. The cross-cutting issue is on
decentralisation in the field of governance.
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Dialogue and cooperation among ethnic
groups lay the foundation for security
and democratic development. Austria
cooperates herein with government
agencies, multilateral partners and

civic organisations in the region.
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Human
Security

ITF Enhancing Human

Security (ITF) is a humanitarian,
non-profit organization devoted to the
elimination of threats from post-conflict
and disruptive challenges, including
landmines, explosive remnants of war
(ERW) and the ilicit ownership and
use of small arms and light weapons
(SALW) in South- East Europe, South
Caucasus, Central Asia, Middle east
and other regions of the world.

ITF supports the provison of safety
and is strongly devoted to enhancing
human security and long lasting
peace of communities worldwide
where the most pressing needs are.
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